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Sally Alexander 

Director and Chief Risk Officer 

Colorado State University 

 
Sally Alexander serves as Director and Chief Risk Officer for Colorado State University. 
She manages the operations of the office of Risk Management & Insurance (RMI) as well 
as leading institutional risk management efforts on campus. She serves on the Board of 
Directors of URMIA (2013-17) and is co-chair of URMIA's Governmental Regulatory 
Affairs Committee (GRAC.) Prior to joining CSU in 2008, she worked for Larimer 
County as risk manager, and prior to that, she worked in risk management at the City 
and County of Denver. Originally, from South Africa, she practiced law in the field of 
insurance law (both plaintiff and defendant work.) She has a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa; an LLB (bachelor of 
laws) degree from Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa; a master’s in 
environmental policy and management (MEPM) from the University of Denver, 
Colorado. She also has her associates in risk management (ARM). She is currently 
enrolled in CSU's online masters of business administration (MBA) program. 
 

Scot Allen 

Export Control Administrator, Facility Security Office 

Colorado State University 

 
Dr. Scot Allen serves as the Export Control Administrator, Facility Security Officer, and 
lead on Global Research Opportunities for Colorado State University. He came to CSU 
in 2012 after serving more than 20 years on active duty in the US Air Force, and as a 
licensed professional engineer. Deployment experiences include a year of Iraqi 
reconstruction in 2008-09, service in the NATO mission to implement the no-fly zone 
over Bosnia in the 90s, supporting a fighter wing during Desert Storm in Saudi Arabia, 
and a mission in West Africa to design facilities for emergency response.  
Scot has been engaged with global education through the Air Force Academy and CSU 
since 2000. He has lived, worked, studied, and led students in Belgium, Switzerland, 
Germany, and France, Saudi Arabia and Iraq, Senegal, Mali, and Rwanda, El Salvador, 



Vietnam, and Cambodia. He studied at Carnegie Mellon and the University of Texas, 
and earned his Ph.D. at the University of Virginia.   

 

Brandon Barnhill 

Compliance Officer for Export Controls and Data Security 

Portland State University  

 
Brandon Barnhill is the Compliance Officer for Export Controls and Data Security at 
Portland State University in Portland State’s Office of Research and Strategic 
Partnerships. In this role, Brandon is responsible for implementing Portland State’s 
export compliance program, as well as ensuring compliance with data security 
requirements in research conducted at Portland State. Previously, Brandon was an 
Export Control Analyst at the University of Virginia (UVA), where he worked to 
support the university’s export control mission in a variety of ways. Before coming to 
UVA, he coordinated exports for a knife manufacturer, which included establishing an 
export compliance program, advising company management in issues involving 
international trade, and working with freight forwarders and couriers to ensure that 
shipments were completed accurately and economically. Before that, he worked as an 
Export Agent at a major freight forwarder, where he coordinated the export of 
thousands of shipments to a wide variety of international destinations. He holds a BS in 
Environmental Science from Eastern Oregon University, and studied International 
Logistics and Trade at Old Dominion University. 
 

James E. Bartlett  

Partner 

Full Circle Compliance 

 

James E. Bartlett III, J.D., LL.M, is the author of The Annotated International Traffic in Arms 
Regulations (“BITAR”)(2017), The Annotated Foreign Trade Regulations (“BAFTR”)(2016), 
co-author of United States Export Controls (7th ed. 2016), editor of the Society of 
International Affairs “Pocket ITAR” (updated quarterly), and editor of The Export/Import 
Daily Update newsletter (“The Daily Bugle”).   
 
Mr. Bartlett currently practices law in Washington, DC, is a partner of Full Circle 
Compliance, BV, of Amsterdam and Washington, DC, and is a Lecturer in International 
Trade Law at the University of Liverpool.  Jim was previously Assistant General Counsel 
of the Defense Intelligence Agency, Senior Counsel--Export/Import Law, Northrop 
Grumman Corporation, Director of Global Trade Controls, Harris Corporation, and 
served as a U.S. Navy JAG officer, including assignment as Assistant Professor of Military 
Law at the U.S. Naval Academy.  



David Brady 

Director of the Office of Export and Secure Research Compliance 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State of Virginia (Virginia Tech) 

 
David is the Director of the Office of Export and Secure Research Compliance at 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech) and an Empowered 
Official of the university, with ten years' experience implementing export and sanctions 
compliance at a major research university. David’s office is responsible for ensuring 
university‐ wide export and trade sanctions compliance and providing export 
compliance education. His duties include managing export determinations, export 
license preparation, submission, and monitoring. David has also served as Virginia 
Tech’s senior contract negotiator for the Office of Sponsored Programs.  A graduate of 
the U.S. Naval Academy and the Navy Nuclear Power School, David is a co-founder 
and past Chair of the Association of University Export Control Officers (AUECO). 
 

Patrick Briscoe 

Export Controls and International Projects Officer 

University of Minnesota 

 
Pat’s career in export controls and economic sanctions goes back to the late 1990s, when 
BIS was called BXA, Pluto was still a planet, and civilization limped along without 
such words as “selfie” or “hashtag.” With almost two decades of regulatory 
experience in both the private sector and now the academic community, he has 
obtained countless export licenses, filed one or two or more voluntary disclosures, 
submitted commodity jurisdiction determination requests, and written comments on 
proposed rulemakings to federal agencies. Pat has facilitated the lawful export and 
import of UAVs, nuclear source material, thermal imaging cameras, body armor, gas 
masks, military vehicles, automatic weapons, and sardines. His B.A. in English and 
History comes from the University of New Mexico, and his J.D. from Georgetown 
University. 
 
He serves as Vice-Chair of the Association of University Export Control Officers, and is 
a member of the American Society of International Law, the Society for International 
Affairs, and the American Bar Association. Pat has co-authored several articles about 
trade controls, some of which can be found on the Internet, so you know they’re true. 
 
 

 



Ianthe Bryant-Gawthrop 

Director of Research Regulatory Compliance 

Purdue University 

 
Ms. Ianthe Bryant-Gawthrop, M.S., is the Director of Research Regulatory Compliance at 
Purdue University. Ianthe earned both her Bachelor of Science degree in Biology, and 
research-based Master of Science degree in Medicinal Chemistry and Molecular 
Pharmacology, from Purdue University. While in the research field, her work focused on 
elucidating cellular signaling pathways involved in the molecular biology of cancer. Prior 
to her role in research administration, she gained experience writing regulatory medical 
device submissions to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).  
 
Ianthe transitioned to a career in research regulatory compliance at Purdue in 2007, 
learning multiple compliance regulations and translating them into daily operations. 
Utilizing her experiences as a former bench scientist and regulatory writer, Ianthe works 
with academic research personnel in many areas of non-financial research compliance. 
As a proud alumna and staff member of Purdue University, she connects areas to create 
compliance strategies that cover a broad and exciting range of research.   
 
Ms. Bryant-Gawthrop holds current certifications as a Certified Research Administrator 
(CRA), Certified IRB Professional (CIP®), and Export Compliance Professional (ECoP® 
EAR and ITAR). 
 

Jessica Buchanan 

Associate Director of Export Compliance 

University of Pennsylvania 

 
Jessica (Jessie) Buchanan is the Associate Director of Export Compliance at the University 
of Pennsylvania (Penn). In this role, she has overall responsibility for the university’s 
export compliance program. Prior to her arrival at Penn in 2014, Jessie was a medical 
science writer and editor. Jessie received her Ph.D. in Psychology, Program in Behavioral 
Neuroscience, from the University of Delaware and completed her postdoctoral work in 
Psychoneuroimmunology at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
 

Dava Casoni 

Contracts and Compliance Advisor 

University of Southern California 

 
Dava Casoni joined the University of Southern California (USC) in 2011 as Contracts 
and Compliance Advisor for USC’s Institute for Creative Technologies (ICT), a U.S. 
Army sponsored UARC. At ICT, Dava manages all legal issues from export controls 
matters to intellectual property/technology transfer issues, sponsored research and 



other contractual concerns. She is appointed to the DTAG, which provides the 
Department of State a means to consult with industry and academia on export 
regulations. Prior to working with USC, Dava spent over a decade associated with 
Bingham McCutchen, Pillsbury Law and Milbank Tweed, where she guided companies 
from startup phase through their initial public offerings and represented Fortune 500 
companies on complex corporate, securities, project finance, technology and 
entertainment transactions, as well as a boutique aviation firm where she focused on a 
range of aviation related legal matters. She was also a federal law clerk to the Honorable 
James T. Turner, of the U.S. Court of Federal Claims and taught entertainment law to 
budding film producers at American University. She attended Boston University on a 
U.S. Army ROTC scholarship, earning a B.A. in political science and a B.S. in 
management and graduated Cornell Law School with a J.D. and an LL.M. 
 

Marci Copeland 

Export Control Officer 

University of California, Irvine 

 
Marci Copeland has worked at UCI for ten years in the Office of Research in export 
controls, compliance, and training. In her current role, she is an Export Control Officer 
and oversees a team responsible for multiple compliance areas including Conflict of 
Interest and Dual Use Research of Concern. Marci has been a speaker at the National 
Council of University Research Administrators (NCURA), the Association of University 
Export Control Officers (AUECO) and the University of California, Systemwide 
Compliance Symposium. She received her Bachelor of Arts in History from UCI and a 
Master’s in Business Administration from Pepperdine University. Before joining UCI in 
2007 Marci worked in industry in the training field. 
 

Thomas Demke 

Export Control Officer 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
Tom has been the Export Control Officer at the University of Wisconsin-Madison (UW-
Madison) since 2010 and Quality and Safety Manager of UW-Madison’s Space Science 
and Engineering Center since 2002. Prior to that, he was a quality, safety, and 
regulatory manager in the medical device industry working for Lunar, Gammex, GE 
and Philips (ADAC). Tom’s background includes work with medical imaging products 
(X-ray, CT, MRI, nuclear medicine, radiation therapy), research projects (IceCube 
neutrino detector, RSS-NIR telescope, LiDAR, ice coring drills, satellite data ingestors) 
and quality/compliance programs (FDA, NRC, OSHA, ISO, Export Control). Tom 
received his D.D.S. degree from the Marquette University School of Dentistry. He 
practiced dentistry for a few years before realizing that he liked basic sciences 



(microbiology, pathology, and chemistry) better than dentistry, which led him to 
industry and his current position at the UW-Madison. tom.demke@ssec.wisc.edu  
 

Garrett Eaton 

Facility Security Officer and Senior Export Analyst 

University of California, San Diego 

 
Garrett Eaton is the Facility Security Officer (FSO) and Senior Export Analyst for the 
campus. He manages and oversees the operation of the National Industrial Security 
Program at the Marine Physical Laboratory (MPL) and UCSD, ensuring compliance 
with Federal regulations and University policies and practices. He also supports 
UCSD’s Export Control Officer, Brittany Whiting, providing an extended knowledge 
base and resource for campus compliance with export regulations. After 10 years at 
MPL, Garrett gained an exceptional understanding of the procedures and regulations 
that enable this type of research to take place within the academic setting. Garrett 
received his Bachelor’s Degree in Literature and Composition at Arizona State 
University. 
 

Kay Ellis 

Director, Export Control Compliance 

University of Arizona 

 
Kay Ellis is the Director, Export Control Compliance, at the University of Arizona. She 
received a Bachelor of Science from Southern Nazarene University and a Master in 
Human Relations from the University of Oklahoma. Ms. Ellis was with the University 
of Oklahoma for ten years prior to joining Oklahoma State University in 2002. As 
Director of University Research Programs, she implemented OSU’s export control 
compliance program. In March 2008, she became the Associate Director, Office of 
Sponsored Projects, and University Export Controls Officer at the University of Texas in 
Austin. She was an Empowered Official and the point of contact for all export control 
issues. Ms. Ellis joined the University of Arizona in January 2011. She is an Empowered 
Official, provides training in the area of export controls, and oversees the University 
Export Control Program (UECP) and campus-wide procedures developed to help 
ensure the University's compliance with federal export control regulations.   
 
Ms. Ellis is a member of AUECO and NCURA and has presented previously at AUECO 
export control conferences and has been a workshop faculty member/presenter at 
numerous NCURA national and regional meetings, webinars, and online chats, and has 
been an invited speaker at other professional meetings and conferences. 
 

mailto:tom.demke@ssec.wisc.edu


Wendy Epley 

Export Control Analyst  

University of Arizona 

 
Accredited from the Export Compliance Training Institute as an Export Compliance 
Professional (ECoP®) in both the Export Administration Regulations and the 
International Traffic in Arms Regulations. She obtained her Bachelor of Science degree 
in Global Business from Arizona State University with Barrett Honors national 
distinction, and received her Master of Science degree in Regulatory Trade Compliance 
with summa cum laude honors from Dunlap-Stone University (DSU). Mrs. Epley 
currently is an Export Control Analyst at the University of Arizona and serves on the 
faculty at DSU. She also serves on the Program Advisory Committee for the 
Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) Program as the subject matter 
expert for the Export Compliance training series. Mrs. Epley joined New York 
University (NYU) in 2015 as their first Import & Export Compliance Officer, and prior 
to NYU she was at the University of Miami where she established and developed their 
export compliance program as the institution’s first Export Compliance Officer. She has 
also published for the National Council for University Research Administrators, CITI 
Program, and Amber Road. Her 30-year career expands across many industry leaders 
including Honeywell Aerospace, Schering-Plough Pharmaceuticals, Arthur Andersen 
LLP, and Caterpillar. A member of the Association for University Export Control 
Officers, Society for Corporate Compliance & Ethics, National Council of University 
Research Administrators, and the Organization for Women in International Trade, Mrs. 
Epley is focused on helping others understand and navigate through the nuanced area 
of regulatory trade compliance. Mrs. Epley can be contacted at 
wepley@email.arizona.edu. 
 

Ryan Fayhee 

Partner 

Baker & McKenzie 

 
Ryan Fayhee is a partner in Washington, D.C. Mr. Fayhee previously was with the 
United States Department of Justice for 11 years, where he was a leading national 
security prosecutor in the areas of economic espionage, export controls, sanctions 
enforcement, and cybercrime. Through a number of investigations and prosecutions, 
Mr. Fayhee received special recognition from the Attorney General for devising a model 
approach to the identification and disruption of foreign military supply and 
proliferation networks. He also led an investigation and prosecution of a multinational 
company that resulted in the largest criminal fine to date for sanctions violations. Mr. 
Fayhee later served a term as the National Export Control Coordinator, the principal 
Department of Justice attorney overseeing export control and embargo investigations 
and prosecutions nationally. In addition, Mr. Fayhee was a Trial Attorney with the Civil 



Frauds Section and an Assistant United States Attorney in the Northern District of 
Illinois, assigned most recently to the office’s National Security and Cybercrime Section. 
 
Mr. Fayhee’s practice focuses on internal and cross-border investigations, acquisition 
due diligence, trade secret theft, white-collar criminal defense, cybersecurity, national 
security reviews of foreign acquisitions, and matters arising under the False Claims Act. 
He counsels clients on compliance issues related to export controls, sanctions, and anti-
corruption laws and regulations. He also represents companies and individuals in 
criminal and civil proceedings involving the Department of Justice and federal law 
enforcement authorities, as well as regulators at the State Department, Commerce 
Department, and Department of the Treasury. 
 

Donald Fischer 

Principal 

Fischer & Associates 

 
Donald Fischer – is the Principal of Fischer & Associates. Based in San Francisco and 
Washington, D.C., with affiliate offices in the E.U. and the PRC, Fischer & Associates is 
one of the country’s leading practices dedicated to assisting universities and research 
institutions with the development of comprehensive export control compliance 
programs. All lead practitioners with Fischer & Associates are technical experts in U.S. 
Export Control regulations (including but not limited to ITAR, EAR, and OFAC), with 
extensive strategic and practical experience in helping implement compliance 
programs. Our clients include numerous multi-campus university systems with 
substantial restricted and unrestricted research programs, stand-alone colleges that are 
expanding their research and international programs, and non-academic research 
institutions.     
 
Mr. Fischer supports compliance through risk-assessments; development and 
implementation of control processes; classification and licensing support; evaluation of 
sponsored agreements, industry partnerships, flow down restrictions, NDAs and 
MOUs for international collaborations; material transfer procedures, the effect of export 
control reform on instrument access controls, project-based and facility technology 
control plans, requirements associated with international campuses, and investigative 
disclosures. His team advises Principal Investigators (PIs) on research conducted 
abroad and export requirements associated with using and sharing research tools 
abroad. Mr. Fischer advises university leadership on ways to implement cost effective 
oversight and proactive compliance among PIs and administrative functions who play a 
role in managing export control.  
 



Susan Gasparo 

Assistant Director of Research Compliance 

Stony Brook University 

 
Susan has been at Stony Brook University (SBU) for fourteen years and is currently the 
Assistant Director of Research Compliance. As Assistant Director, she manages the 
Export Control, Financial Conflict of Interest and Responsible Conduct in Research and 
Scholarships compliance programs. Susan is primarily responsible for facilitating inter-
departmental strategies for export compliance procedures and for providing training to 
the university community. Prior to joining the ORC, Susan worked in the Office of 
Sponsored Programs as a contracts administrator and worked in the initial start-up 
phases of the university’s export compliance program. Susan received her Masters of 
Public and Non-Profit Management from New York University and a BA in Political 
Science from Stony Brook University. 
 

Lisa Goble 

Conflict of Interest and Export Control Official 

University of Norther Carolina at Greensboro 

 
Dr. Goble is the Conflict of Interest and Export Control Official at The University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro, and is responsible for developing, implementing, and 
managing compliance policies and procedures for both federal policy matters across 
campus based upon university policy as well as state and federal regulations, academic 
best practices, and federal compliance program standards.  
 
In her prior role at UNCG she was instrumental in developing intellectual property 
policy and building infrastructure to support a nascent technology transfer office, 
commercializing academic innovations spanning the IP spectrum from creative IP to 
scientific based inventions. She has a broad interest in federal research policy and how 
the policies can intersect and influence the activities of research institutions. 
 
She is a Summa Cum Laude Graduate from the Bryan School of Business and 
Economics at UNCG, having earned a B.S. degree in Information Systems and Supply 
Chain Management with a minor in Economics. She also has a PhD in public policy 
from UNC Chapel Hill, which she obtained while directing the technology transfer 
office at UNCG. 
 



Adam Grant 

Export Compliance Officer 

University of Maryland 

 
Adam Grant, Export Compliance Officer, joined The University of Maryland in the 
Summer of 2012. Adam's prior career includes working as a civilian employee in the 
contracts division of the Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR), and the Contracts 
Manager and Export Empowered Official (EO) for L-3 Unmanned Systems, a division of 
L-3 Communications Corporation specializing in Unmanned Aircraft design, 
production, and flight services. 
 

Justine Kasznica 

Attorney 

Baer Crossey McDemus, LLC 

 
Justine Kasznica is a corporate attorney, representing technology companies, investor 
groups, universities, and research institutions seeking to commercialize new 
technologies, as well as innovative products and services. She focuses her practice on 
the aerospace, IT and robotics industries. Justine represents commercial drone (small 
unmanned aircraft systems - sUAS) companies in connection with their regulatory 
needs, and serves as outside general counsel to robotics and SaaS companies in the 
commercial space, aerospace, IT and cybersecurity fields. Justine represents colleges 
and universities in developing programs and policies regulating drone use on campus, 
including research and development efforts. 
  
Justine regularly participates in speaking engagements, writes articles, and leads 
workshops on legal and regulatory topics related to sUAS. She is an advisor to various 
UAS companies and projects, and serves on the board of several entrepreneurship-
focused organizations and programs. 
 

Jodi Kouts 

Senior Export Policy Analyst 

Bureau of Industry and Security 

U.S. Department of Commerce 

 
Jodi L. Kouts is a Senior Export Policy Analyst for the Department of Commerce's 
Bureau of Industry and Security. Her professional background includes over 20 years of 
U.S. Government experience in arms control, nonproliferation and export controls, 
including senior level policy assignments at the State Department, Department of 
Defense and serving as a founding member of the White House's Export Control 
Reform Task Force. She is the Commerce policy lead for the Australia Group 
multilateral export control regime and for National Security Council led interagency 



activities related to chemical and biological weapons nonproliferation. Additionally, she 
countersigns export license applications, reviews commodity classifications, and 
commodity jurisdiction requests, identifies and participates in outreach opportunities, 
and helps draft regulations. 
 
 

David H. Laufman 

Chief, Counterintelligence and Export Control Section 

U.S. Department of Justice 

 

David H. Laufman serves as Chief of the Counterintelligence and Export Control 
Section (“CES”) in the National Security Division at the U.S. Department of Justice 
(“DOJ”).  CS has supervisory responsibility for the investigation and prosecution of 
offenses concerning U.S. export controls and economic sanctions, atomic energy and 
counterproliferation, espionage, economic espionage, foreign agent registration and 
disclosure, and cyber intrusions and attacks by nation states and their proxies. 
 

Mr. Laufman previously served both as a federal prosecutor and at DOJ’s highest 
operational and policy levels.  He has received several awards or his work, including 
the John Marshall Award for Outstanding Legal Achievement, the FBI Director’s 
Award for Outstanding Counterterrorism Investigation, and the Award for Excellence 
in Investigation from the Council of the Inspector Generals for Integrity and Efficiency.  
Mr. Laufman received his bachelor’s degree from University of Pennsylvania, 
graduating magna cum laude with distinction in international relations and his law 
degree from Georgetown University Law Center. 
 
 

Betty Lee 

Licensing Officer, Bureau of Industry and Security 

U.S. Department of Commerce 

 
Dr. Betty Lee currently works as a Licensing Officer in the Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Office of Nonproliferation Controls & Treaty 
Compliance, Chemical and Biological Controls Division. She educates chemical and 
biological industries about the Export Administration Regulations (EAR) and 
participates as an instructor in the Exporter Services seminar programs given by the 
Bureau of Industry and Security nationwide. She educates industries and academia 
about the Export Administration Regulations (EAR) and participates in outreach. 
 
She represents Commerce in interagency meetings of the Executive branch on 
biosecurity and biosafety. In addition, she participated in the year-long interagency 
discussions hosted by the National Security Council and the Office of Science and 



Technology Policy that culminated in the Executive Order titled “Optimizing the 
Security of Biological Select Agents and Toxins in the United States” signed by the 
President Obama on July 2, 2010. 
 
Betty Lee has a Ph.D. from Dartmouth Medical School, USA, M.S. in Clinical Chemistry 
from the University of Windsor, Canada and M.S. in Biochemistry from LSU Medical 
Center, USA.  Dr. Lee completed her postdoctoral training at the National Institutes of 
Health, USA. She currently works as a Licensing Officer with the U.S. government. 
 
 

Jen McCaw 

Export Controls Officer 

Oregon Health and Science University 

 
Jen McCaw serves as the Export Controls Officer for Oregon Health and Science 
University. In this role, she is responsible for designing, modifying and communicating 
internal process to ensure compliance with all applicable export regulations. Prior to 
joining OHSU, Jen served as the ECO for a freight forwarding company specializing in 
ITAR and hazardous materials exports, where she was responsible for developing and 
implementing the Export Management and Compliance Program (EMCP). Other key 
contributions included meeting with officials in Washington D.C. to discuss regulatory 
concerns on behalf of her clients, and developing and conducting training programs for 
clients ranging from micro manufacturers to Fortune 500 corporations. 
 

 Metzger 

Jacquelyn Metzger 

Special Agent 

DHS Homeland Security Investigations 

 

Special Agent Metzger has conducted criminal investigations for over 19 years, first for 
US Customs, then later for HSI.  Agent Metzger has served as the case agent for 
investigations including international narcotics trafficking, international money 
laundering, importation of counterfeit goods, illegal exportation of technology, and 
counterintelligence and espionage.  Agent Metzger has served as a guest speaker at 
local and regional export conferences, at the National Customs Brokers & Forwarders 
Association of America annual conference, and at the 2016 Export Control and Related 
Border Security Conference in Prague, Czech Republic.   



Jeanette Miller 

Assistant Director, Licensing Division, Office of Foreign Assets Control 

U.S. Department of Treasury  

 

Jeanette A. Miller is the Deputy Assistant Director for the Licensing Division at the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the U.S. Department of the Treasury where 
she has managed the portfolio for Iran licensing for the last seven years.  As a Chief in 
the Licensing Division, she also managed the portfolios for Global Terrorism, Weapons 
of Mass Destruction, Syria, Zimbabwe, and wire transfers, as well as drafted general 
licenses and statements of licensing policy.  Prior to joining OFAC Licensing in 2007, 
Jeanette served as a Special Assistant in the Executive Secretary’s Office at the Treasury 
Department.  Before joining the Treasury Department, Jeanette worked at the Penn 
State Dickinson School of Law as the Executive Director of the Arbitration Institute for 
Law and Practice.  She is a graduate of both the Tulane University School of Law and 
Arizona State University. 
 

Mary Duarte Millsaps 

Research Information Assurance Officer 

Purdue University 

 
Mary Duarte Millsaps is the Research Information Assurance Officer for Purdue 
University. She manages established compliance programs related to the security of 
research information that, due to either federal law or contractual obligation, is subject 
to greater controls. She works closely with faculty and staff affected by these 
requirements. She has oversight of the University’s Export Control compliance program 
and serves as both the University’s Export Control Officer and Facility Security Officer. 
 
Mary received a BS in Economics from The Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. Prior to coming to Purdue in 2005, she served in the United States Army 
as a Military Intelligence Officer. She joined Purdue as a Senior Account Manager in 
Sponsored Programs Services and has since held several positions including Pre-Award 
Manager and Director of Contracting, both within Sponsored Programs Services, and 
Operations Manager for the Office of Research and Partnerships. Mary is a Certified 
Research Administrator (CRA), an Export Control Compliance Professional, EAR/ITAR 
(ECoP ®) and a member of NCMS: The Society of Industrial Security Professionals. She 
is also a graduate of the FBI Citizens Academy. 
 
 
 
 



Wayne L. Mowery, Jr. 

Director of Compliance and University Export Compliance Officer 

Pennsylvania State University 

 

Wayne L. Mowery, Jr. is the Director of Compliance and University Export Compliance 

Officer ("UECO") for The Pennsylvania State University ("Penn State"). As the UECO for 

Penn State, Wayne is tasked with the continued development, implementation and 

support of a University-wide Export Compliance Management Program designed to 

facilitate and monitor institutional compliance with all applicable U.S. export control 

regulations. Before his employment at Penn State, Wayne spent fifteen years as a 

practicing attorney in central Pennsylvania specializing in the representation of 

Colleges, Universities, and Businesses in the areas of Intellectual Property, Research 

Contracting, Government Contracting, Export Compliance, and Privacy Law. 

Wayne is a 1993 honors graduate of Dartmouth College and earned his Juris Doctorate 

with honors from The Dickinson School of Law in 1997. 

 

Bethany Nelson 

Export Control 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 

Bethany Nelson has been working in Export Control in the University setting for 5 years 

at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She has a J.D. from University of Wisconsin as 

well as a Physics degree from UW-Milwaukee, which allows her a unique perspective 

on the scientific variety that occurs on her campus. 

 

She had never heard of export control prior to applying for her current position and 

worked in a variety of areas including in-house counsel at American Girl, 

Unemployment Insurance for the State of Wisconsin, and helping people in foreclosure 

for the Dane Country Foreclosure Task Force. She is an absolute font of useless trivia 

and can name your Hogwarts House if asked. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Karen H. Nies-Vogel 

Director, Office of Exporter Services Bureau of Industry and Security 

U.S. Department of Commerce 

 

Karen Nies-Vogel serves as the Director of the Bureau of Industry and Security’s Office 

of Exporter Services (BIS/OExS) within the U.S. Department of Commerce.  Through its 

offices in Washington, DC, Newport Beach, CA and Santa Clara, CA, OExS is 

responsible for the Bureau of Industry and Security’s outreach, education, compliance 

and regulatory activities.  In addition to counseling exporters, organizing and providing 

seminars, and drafting changes to the Export Administration Regulations (EAR), OExS 

advises exporters on compliance and administers compliance checks on exporters 

shipping items subject to the EAR.    

 

Prior to her selection as OExS Director in 2014, Ms. Nies-Vogel served as BIS’s 

Chairman of the End-User Review committee (ERC).  As ERC Chair, she was 

responsible for administering the Validated End-User (VEU) program and the Entity 

List (Supplement No. 4 to Part 744 of the EAR). Within BIS, Ms. Nies-Vogel has also 

served as the Director of the Strategic Analysis Division in the Office of Strategic 

Industries and Economic Security and as an Export Policy Analyst in the Office of 

Nonproliferation and Treaty Compliance’s Foreign Policy Division. Prior to joining BIS 

in 1998, she worked for the Government of Japan.  A recipient of Department of 

Commerce gold, silver and bronze medals and a member of the Senior Executive 

Service, Ms. Nies-Vogel has a B.A. in International Studies from Kenyon College and a 

M.A. in 

 

C. Edward Peartree 

Director, Defense Trade Controls Policy 

U.S. Department of State 

 

Ed Peartree has served as Director of Defense Trade Controls Policy (DTCP) at the 
Department of State since August 2013.  DTCP manages revisions to the International 
Traffic in Arms Regulations, the interagency Commodity Jurisdiction process, and 
global end-use monitoring of U.S. defense exports.  DTCP also has had primary 
responsibility for implementation of Export Control Reform for the State Department, 
and provides policy and regulatory guidance to U.S. government agencies, defense 
exporters and foreign allies.  Prior to his current assignment, Mr. Peartree was Chief of 
Research and Analysis in the Directorate of Defense Trade Controls where he oversaw 
the “Blue Lantern” end-use monitoring program, and supervised research, analysis and 
intelligence support for the export of U.S. weapons and military technologies.  He 



previously served as a senior policy officer in the Bureau of Political Military Affairs 
where he worked on U.S. efforts to mitigate the global illicit trade in small arms and 
light weapons.  Since joining government service as a Presidential Management Fellow 
in 1997, he has also worked on arms control and non-proliferation policy and 
negotiations at the State Department, and served as an analyst in the Office of Net 
Assessment at the Department of Defense.  He was previously a Research Associate at 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies where he was a contributing author 
and co-editor (with Ryan Henry) of The Information Revolution and International Security 
(CSIS Press, 1997).  He is a distinguished graduate of National Defense University’s 
Industrial College of the Armed Forces, and holds a BA from Johns Hopkins University 
and MA from George Washington University’s Elliott School of International Affairs. 
 
 

Elizabeth Peloso 

Associate Vice Provost & Associate Vice President for  

Research Services 

University of Pennsylvania 

 

Elizabeth (Missy) Peloso is the Associate Vice Provost and Associate Vice President for 

Research Services at the University of Pennsylvania. She previously served as the 

Director of Export Compliance and retains oversight responsibility for the export 

compliance program at Penn. She is an empowered official for the University. In 

addition to export controls, Missy has responsibility for research administration at Penn 

including pre award activities related to federally and non-profit sponsored research, 

post-award activities for all sponsored projects at Penn, academic material transfer 

agreements, and research reporting. Before joining Penn in 2011, Missy was the Director 

of Research Compliance at the University of Delaware, where she was responsible for a 

broad range of research compliance areas including export controls. Prior to moving to 

research administration, Missy was an active researcher in behavioral neuroscience. 

Missy is a graduate of Duke University (BSE in biomedical engineering), Carnegie-

Mellon University (MS in biomedical engineering), and the University of Delaware 

(MBA with a concentration in international business). 

 

 



Mark Peters  

Export Control & International Compliance Officer 

Oregon State University 

 

Mark Peters is currently the Export Compliance Officer for Oregon State University. He 

joined OSU in October of 2014. Oregon State is the largest University in Oregon and has 

a diverse portfolio of research from nuclear engineering to marine sciences. OSU is one 

of only two institutions to be designated as a land, sea, space, and sun grant institution. 

Mark was hired to establish an institution wide export compliance program as part of 

the institutions far reaching compliance initiative.  

 

Previously, Mark established the export compliance program at Oregon Health & 

Science University starting in April of 2011 until joining Oregon State University. The 

OHSU export program is looked to as an example for other education/medical centers. 

Mark also provides consulting services to institutions and businesses in their global 

expansion efforts. He has been successful in assisting small businesses implement 

export compliance programs providing contracts under U.S. military export control 

regimes.  

Mark Peters started his trade career with the U.S. Department of Commerce and was 

the Director of the U.S. Export Assistance Center in Missoula, MT. He assisted business 

clients in developing international markets. In his tenure he assisted hundreds of 

companies achieve exports success. He has in-depth knowledge of U.S. Government 

trade agencies and is well versed in international standards and worldwide business 

practices. He is an expert on U.S. export controls. Mark also served as a Congressional 

Fellow to the United States Senate in 2001 advising Senators on U.S. trade policy. As an 

International Trade Specialist with the U.S. Department of Commerce, Mark has held 

assignments in Missoula, Montana, Portland, Oregon; San Diego, California; Osaka, 

Japan; and Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

 

Fred Pflueger 

Supervisory Special Agent for Counterintelligence Squad  

FBI, Tampa Division 

Fred Pflueger serves as the Supervisory Special Agent for the Counterintelligence 

Squad in the FBI’s Tampa Division.As part of the program he manages the 

Counterintelligence Division’s Outreach component and Strategic Partnership Program 

within Tampa’s area of responsibility. 



Jason Stein 

IT Research Security Analyst and  

Information Systems Security Manager 

Purdue University 

 

Jason Stein is an IT Research Security Analyst and Information Systems Security 

Manager for Purdue University. Prior to working for the University, he spent three 

years with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security working physical security, and 

nine with ITT/Exelis, Inc., a defense contractor working with IT and Industrial Security. 

Since coming to Purdue he has worked to bring their classified IS online and helped 

design a high-security computing environment in Amazon GovCloud for controlled 

research, for which he co-authored a white paper that was published in Educause. Jason 

obtained his CISSP in 2015, has a Bachelor’s degree in Information Security, and is 

pursuing a graduate degree. He lives in Lafayette, IN with his wife, Shannon. 

 

Brittany Whiting 

Export Control Officer 

University of California, San Diego 

 

Brittany Whiting is the Export Control Officer at University of California, San Diego. 

She leads export control education, licensing, and compliance program for UCSD’s $1B 

funded research programs. She has held similar positions in higher education at UC 

Santa Cruz, in industry with Quantum 3D, a defense contractor, and Advanced Micro 

Devices, a semiconductor manufacturer with global operations. She has experience in 

export licensing with State, Commerce, OFAC and NRC. Brittany has worked in more 

than 25 countries with international organizations, such as the Silicon Valley Center for 

International Trade Development and as a contractor for the United Nations 

Environment Programme training customs officers on import/export licensing systems 

and with the U.S. Agency for International Development. Brittany received her 

Bachelor’s Degree in International Affairs and Latin American Studies at George 

Washington University, and holds a Master’s Degree in International Commerce and 

Policy from George Mason University. 

 
 



Tara Wood 

Director of Export Controls 

University of Cincinnati 

 
Tara Wood is the Director of Export Controls at the University of Cincinnati and is 
responsible for building and managing the export compliance program. Tara serves on 
various university committees to provide export compliance advice. Prior to working in 
academia, Tara spent six years working in industry with commercial and defense 
experience in building an export compliance program. Her vast expertise includes the 
assessment of internal export/import activity and controls, daily operational support 
including USG licensing, and guidance for improvement opportunities, and a key 
contributor to the closing of the Department of State Consent Agreement. Tara has 
presented at the National Council of University Research Administrators (NCURA) and 
the Association of University of Export Control Officers (AUECO). She is on the Board 
of AUECO as the Membership Chair, a member of the Society of International Affairs 
(SIA) and edited the “Compliance Insiders: Toolkit for Internal Compliance” handbook 
(expected publication 2017). Tara is a founding member of NGC McLean Toastmasters 
and former member of the Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA). Tara received a B.A. in 
Global Affairs with concentrations: Global Economy and Management, and European 
Union from George Mason University. She enjoys working on house projects, oil 
painting, skiing, yoga, running, weight training and experiencing great food and drinks 
with friends. Tara has an active toddler and dog running around the house. 
 
 
 


